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Front cover: This painting by artist John Ficklen depicts an F-21 Kfir from VF-43 diving on an F-18. The painting puts 
you in the seat of your own fighter as you protect the F-18 from the adversary. 


Rear cover: One of the F-5Es used on the movie “TOP GUN” is shown after a filming sortie. Note how some of the 


temporary black paint has peeled away from the intake and the fuselage just behind the wing. 
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INTRODUCTION 





This TA-4J, 154631, belongs to VF-126, which is based at NAS Miramar. VF-126 provides adversary support to Pacific 
Fleet fighter squadrons, and shares the ramp with aircraft belonging to TOP GUN. This photograph was taken on March 


26, 1987. 


To aviation enthusiasts, the U.S. Navy adversary air- 
craft and their counterparts in the Air Force’s aggressor 
squadrons have been a high-interest topic since the very 
beginning of their use during the Vietnam War. Their 
mission of providing dissimilar air combat maneuvering 
(DACM) training for combat pilots has captivated the 
interest and imagination of anyone who kept up with U.S. 
military aviation to any extent at all. Now, thanks to the 
most popular movie of 1986, almost everyone is at least 
aware of the existence of the Navy Fighter Weapons 
School, better known as TOP GUN. To a lesser degree, 
several years ago a TV movie entitled, “Red Flag-The 
Ultimate Game,” introduced the public to the Air Force's 
aggressor squadrons. While both movies were produced 
for entertainment with the usual Hollywood glamor and 
bravado, they did acquaint the public with these special 
units and their unusual mission of flying Soviet tactic in 
“MiG simulators” against our pilots in order to provide 
them with the most realistic air combat training possible. 
The air war over Vietnam had proved that actual combat 
was no place to learn how to fight the enemy. 

In order to provide this training, both the Navy and the 
Air Force had to come up with aircraft in the U.S. inven- 
tory that closely approximated the size and flight charac- 
teristics of the Soviet fighters. These “MiG simulators” 
would then be flown using Soviet tactics to provide a 
realistic adversary or aggressor against which our com- 
bat pilots could train in the art of DACM. The Air Force 
first used the T-38 Talon, and now uses the F-5E Tiger II 
in this mission. These aircraft approximate the MiG-21 
Fishbed and MiG-23 Flogger fighters produced by the 
Soviet Union. 

The Navy has used a wider variety of aircraft to simu- 
late threat aircraft. Both single and two-seat A-4 Sky- 
hawks, and T-2 Buckeye trainers, have been used to 
simulate the threat from older subsonic fighters, primar- 
ily the MiG-17. It may seem that these aircraft would be no 
match for a Mach 2+ fighter, but they are far more 
maneuverable that contemporary U.S. fighters, and most 
air combat maneuvering (ACM) occurs at subsonic 


(Kinzey) 


speeds. Like the Air Force, the Navy has used the T-38 
and the F-5E, as well as the two-seat F-5F in the adversary 
role. One unit, VF-43, has obtained Kfirs from Israel, and 
with the U.S. designation F-21, has made the only use ofa 
foreign fighter to simulate threat aircraft. As this is writ- 
ten, the first production F-16N for the Navy has just made 
its first flight, and photographs of this aircraft in flight 
appear at the center and bottom of page 5. By the time 
this book is published the F-16N will have entered service 
with TOP GUN, and will soon be sent to other Navy units 
that have an adversary mission. 


One of the most interesting aspects of these adversary 
and aggressor units in both the Navy and Air Force is the 
unusual camouflage paint schemes in which the aircraft 
have been painted. These camouflage patterns range 
from the bland to the colorful, and from the simple to the 
elaborate. They represent a real departure from the typi- 
cal U.S. military paint schemes, and this accounts for 
much of thei7 popularity. These unusual adversary paint 
schemes on Navy aircraft are the subject of this book. 


Today adversary training in the Navy is provided by 
the Navy Fighter Weapons School and four Adversary 
Commands. NFWS provides the “graduate level” course, 
and is the ultimate authority on the subject. But the 
number of aviators that can attend TOP GUN's training is 
limited, so the Adversary Commands provide DACM and 
ground school training on the threat to fighter and attack/ 
strike-fighter squadrons for both fleets. These com- 
mands include VF-43 and VF-45 on the Atlantic coast, 
and VF-126, and VA-127 on the Pacific coast. All of these 
units are included on the following pages, as is VF- 
101/171KW, which was decommissioned on May 1, 1984. 
Sixty-five color photographs and over 220 black and 
white photographs have been carefully chosen to show 
as many of these often unique schemes more extensively 
than ever before. Close-ups show details of squadron and 
special markings. A short unit history begins the cover- 
age of each unit. All of this combines to provide the most 
complete look at Navy adversary colors and markings 
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This photograph of TA-4J, 153690, in VA-127 markings was taken at NAF Andrews, Maryland, on July 4, 1986. The 
aircraft sports an unusual camouflage pattern of light gray and light blue. A color photograph of the same aircraft may 


be seen on page 80. 


ever published. Since many of these schemes are applied 
for a very short time, and sometimes on a temporary 
basis, it would be impossible to show every scheme that 
had ever been applied to every aircraft used in an adver- 
sary role by the Navy, but the major paint schemes and 
markings are all included. Coverage for TOP GUN and 
VF-43 is by aircraft type, and, for all units, photographs 
are generally arranged in chronological order. In order to 


assure the most up-to-date coverage possible, the 
authors visited TOP GUN less than one month before the 
book went to press in order to insure that the latest 
camouflage and markings were included. For the most 
part, the last photographs shown for each unit depict 
their aircraft as they appear today. General Dynamics 





Navy units with an adversary mission design their own 
schemes, mix their own colors, and paint their own air- 
craft. Here an F-5E from VF-126 is painted by unit person- 
nel outside Hangar 1 at NAS Miramar. Adversary paint 
schemes are unofficial, and are not dictated by higher 
headquarters. (Kinzey) 
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was kind enough to provide us with photographs of the 
first production F-16N only a few days after its first flight, 
and only the future will tell what adversary schemes will 
eventually be applied to it. 

Unlike the Air Force, which has specified patterns and 
colors for its aggressor paint schemes, the Navy is much 
more informal. A check with the Aircraft Combat Surviva- 
bility Branch, which draws up the specifications for paint 
schemes for Navy aircraft, revealed that the individual 
units design the patterns, choose the colors, and paint 
their own aircraft. Quite often these schemes are based 
on actual threat aircraft. In our talks with units, we found 
schemes based on East German and other Warsaw Pact 
camouflage, but the most prevalent were those repre- 
senting aircraft from countries in the Middle East. Some 
colors were chosen simply to make the aircraft difficult to 
see against a sky or sea background, and others were to 
make it hard to see against the terrain that was common 
in the area where training was conducted. One person 
who had painted several aircraft told us that often he 
simply painted on the pattern as the spirit moved him as 
he went along. In fact, aircraft are often painted outside, 
right on the ramp, with the entire scheme being changed 
in a morning’s time! Colors are usually mixed by the unit 
rather than being any standard FS color. Because of this, 
it is not possible to provide FS color numbers in this book. 

This is the first Colors & Markings “Special,” having 
more color and pages than our usual Colors & Markings 
books. More of these “Specials” will follow at a rate of 
about one per year. They will be on subjects that are of 
special interest to aviation enthusiasts. Ata time when the 
interest in Navy adversary aircraft is especially high, it is 
appropriate that our first “Special” be on these aircraft. 


F-16N 





At left is a photograph of an F-16C that was on display at NAS Pensacola, Florida, on May 9, 1986. The aircraft carries 
the correct bureau number for the first F-16N. The 75th Anniversary of Naval Aviation decal is on both sides of the 
intake. At right is a close-up photograph taken of the tail markings. The decal on top is that of the Navy Fighter Weapons 
School. Next is VF-126, and at the bottom is VF-45. All three units will be covered in detail on later pages. 

(Both Flightleader) 





This beautiful in-flight photo is of the first F-16N that was constructed for the U.S. Navy. The two tone gray and 
blue-gray pattern shows up clearly, as does NAVY on the fuselage, which is in blue-gray. (General Dynamics) 





At left, the F-16N demonstrates a vertical climb. The AIM-9Ps carried on the wing tips will not be the normal 
configuration used. An ACMI pod will normally be carried on the right wing, with an AIM-9L or AIM-9M on the left wing. 
At right is a view of the left side, showing the camouflage pattern carried there. (Both General Dynamics) 


TOP GUN 
NAVY FIGHTER WEAPONS SCHOOL 
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The Navy Fighter Weapons School (NFWS) is located 
at NAS Miramar near San Diego, California, it traces its 
beginnings back to when VF-121, the Pacific Fleet F-4 
Phantom replacement training squadron, was tasked 
with establishing a graduate level program to instruct 
experienced aircrews in air combat maneuvering (ACM). 
The first class was begun on March 3, 1969, and TOP 
GUN became a separate command on July 7, 1972. Since 
then the scope of training provided at TOP GUN has been 
expanded. There are presently five formal instructional 
courses. These include a power projection TOP GUN 
class, and an adversary instructor course, which trains 
adversary instructors and pilots for TOP GUN and the 
other squadrons in the Navy that have adversary training 
missions. There is an air intercept controller training 
course, a fleet air superiority training (FAST) course, and 
a course in overland air superiority training (OAST). 
There are about five TOP GUN classes each year. Stu- 
dents will include ten to twelve fighter aircrews from Navy 
F-14 and F-18 squadrons, four adversary pilots, and 
about six air intercept controllers. There will also be sev- 
eral ground school only students. Aircrew students 
attend a five-week course consisting of seventy-five 
hours of academic instruction and thirty-one sorties or 
hops. The concurrent adversary instructor course lasts 
three weeks, and trains the instructors who in turn train 
pilots in adversary squadrons how to representa realistic 
and current threat during training with operational units. 
The adversary instructors also fly with the TOP GUN 
class. 

The five-week air intercept controller class trains con- 
trollers from the Navy and Marine Corps that are based on 


T-38A, 591594, of the Fighter Weapons School, is seen prior to taxiing out from the TOP GUN ramp. 
light blue, dark blue, and gray scheme. NAVY, the bureau number, and 13 on the tail are all in black. 
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The aircraft isina 
(Knowles) 


land, on ships, and in the E-2 Hawkeye airborne control 
aircraft. 

The FAST class addresses maritime air superiority 
(MAS), and is concerned with countering the threat to the 
carrier battle group. OAST is concerned with air wing 
tasking for fighter employment into integrated strike tac- 
tics. 

TOP GUN presently has the single-seat A-4E version 
of the Skyhawk, but not the two-seat TA-4J, and is replac- 
ing its F-5E and -F aircraft with the F-16N. Present plans 
call for both single and two-seat F-16s to be added to TOP 
GUN’s flightline. A TOP GUN instructor must qualify in 
each aircraft, and have exceptional instructor abilities. 
These instructors serve on aircraft, weapons systems, 
and tactical advisory boards, and are considered as THE 
authority in their field. TOP GUN instructors travel to the 
Philippines, Hawaii, and Japan to provide training to 
units located in those areas. 

Because of the movie of the same name, much interest 
is focused on the type of aircrew that would be chosen to 
attend a TOP GUN class. Here it might be appropriate to 
point out some differences between the movie and real- 
ity. This is not intended to be a negative criticism of the 
movie. It must be understood that the movie was intended 
to be entertainment, not a documentary, and its positive 
impact on the public’s perception of the Navy (not to 
mention increased enlistment) is worthwhile. Its enter- 
tainment value has certainly been reflected by its box 
office receipts, sales of home video tapes, and sales of its 
soundtrack. But for the aviation enthusiast who is also 
interested in the real TOP GUN, a few differences from 
the movie are noteworthy. 


This is an excellent left side view of F-5F, 160965, from the Fighter Weapons School. The aircraft was photographed 
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while holding short of the runway at Offutt AFB, Nebraska, on October 30, 1982. Color details are provided in the 


photograph on page 33. 


Perhaps the single most striking difference between 
the movie and the actual Navy Fighter Weapons School is 
the professionalism of the personnel involved--both staff 
and students alike. It has been said that LT Pete Mitchell, 
the star character in the movie, would be exactly the type 
of pilot that would NOT be sent to TOP GUN. One pilot 
wondered out loud why movies always seemed to depict 
fighter pilots as immature and unprofessional. The fact is 
that the students and staff of TOP GUN are the most 
professional people in or out of the armed forces today. 
Each student wants to be the best, but unlike the movie, 
the real TOP GUN does not award a trophy to the best 
crew. 

The present commander of TOP GUN is Commander 
Rick Ludwig. Formerly, Commander Ludwig was an 
instructor and executive officer at NFWS, and was the top 
Atlantic Coast ACM pilot in 1984. Because TOP GUN 
graduates are expected to return to their squadrons and 
become instructors to the other members of their unit, 
Commander Ludwig believes that instructor qualities are 
even more important than ACM abilities when it comes to 
selecting aircrews to attend TOP GUN. Certainly the 
pilots and radar intercept officers (RIOs) should be above 
average in their abilities, but they are tasked with taking 
back what they have learned and teaching it to others. In 
this way TOP GUN graduates increase the readiness and 
abilities of the entire Navy fighter community. 

Unless they are deployed aboard a carrier, it is rela- 
tively easy from a logistics standpoint for Pacific Fleet 
F-14 squadrons to send crews to TOP GUN. This is 
because they are also based at NAS Miramar. Atlantic 
Fleet units usually send two of their best aircraft, along 
with their best mechanics to keep them operational while 
their crews are in training. A visitor to TOP GUN will see 
these aircraft parked in front of the TOP GUN building, 
and can watch as they taxi in and out for their training 
sorties. 

The Navy Fighter Weapons School maintains an 
extensive and up-to-date library and shares its informa- 
tion with other branches of the service. The Marines are 
involved, and the TOP GUN staff includes Marine pilots, a 
RIO, and a Marine intercept controller. There is also an 
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Air Force exchange pilot. 

To adequately tell the whole story of TOP GUN would 
take a complete volume dedicated solely to that purpose, 
and that is not the purpose of this publication. Suffice it to 
say here that the primary mission of TOP GUN is the 
tactical development for fighter employment in the power 
projection role and maritime air superiority. In accomp- 
lishing that mission, TOP GUN’s professionalism and 
enthusiasm provides the best training in the world. 

Twenty-seven pages of this book have been dedicated 
to illustrating the aircraft that the Navy Fighter Weapons 
Schoo! has used over the years to simulate the threat. 
These aircraft have been flown by the finest pilots in the 
world today. The movie said that these aircraft were 
“smaller, faster, and more maneuverable” than the F-14. 
Smaller and more maneuverable? Yes. Faster? No. But 
flown by TOP GUN instructors, they provide a realistic 
threat simulation for pilots to train against. 

Included among the aircraft on the following pages, 
the reader will notice the two-seat A-4s and F-5s that TOP 
GUN operates. Also included are the T-38s that were 
formerly used by TOP GUN, and are still operated by 
VF-126. Unlike the Air Force F-5s, the Navy F-5s do not 
have air-to-air radars, and the A-4 and T-38 never did 
have such a radar. Therefore it is technically incorrect to 
call the crewmember in the back seat a Radar Intercept 
Officer (RIO). However, this term is generally applied 
regardless, and we will use it in this publication. 
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A-4E, 150009, from TOP GUN, is shown on the ramp at 
NAS Miramar, California. A view of the right side of this 
aircraft may be seen on page 16. (Geer) 





black 17 has been added to the tail above the serial number. No other Fighter Weapons School markings had been 
added when this photograph was taken in June 1974. At right is a look at T-38A, 591604, in a two tone brown and tan 
scheme. The crew names, bureau number, and the 11 on the tail are in black. The two MiG kills under the crew names 
are red. 


(Left Flightleader, right Malerba) 





Seen on the flightline at TOP GUN, this T-38A, 591594, is in a two tone blue and gray scheme. The crew names, NAVY, 
and the 13 on the tail are black. The rescue markings are yellow, and the aircraft has a black anti-glare panel on top of 
the nose. (Roth) 





T-38, 591600, is shown here on the TOP GUN ramp on 


March 4, 1974. The color scheme consists of light gray, 
medium gray, and a blue gray. The bottom of the aircraft 
is painted white. The pilot's name is LT MAD DOG COPE- 
LAND. Under his name is one red MiG kill star. All other 
markings are standard for TOP GUN during that time 


period. (Knowles) 
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Another of TOP GUN’s T-38As, 591596, was photo- 
graphed at NAS Miramar, California, in August, 1974. The 
aircraft was in a dark brown, tan and green paint scheme. 
All markings were black, except for the rescue markings, 
which were yellow and black, and the two turbine warn- 
ing stripes, which were red. (Kalsulka via Geer) 


F 
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VY on the fuselage, and 11 on the tail in 





———— — 


The T-38A seen here is in a two tone gray and blue scheme. The aircraft has NA 


black. There is no bureau number visible in this photo. Two red MiG kill marks are visible below the RIO’s name. This 


may be the same aircraft seen on the previous page in the two tone brown and green scheme. The photograph was 
(Geer) 


taken at NAS Miramar, California, in August 1975. 





This photograph of T-38A, 591604, was taken in March, 1975. The aircraft is not the same one seen on page 8 that carries 
the 12 on the tail, although it is in the same two tone brown and green scheme. (Swanberg via Geer) 





T-38A, 591604, is seen here in a two tone gray and blue splinter camouflage scheme. The aircraft carries the Fighter 
Weapons School badge and a black 547 on the tail. The rescue markings and the background for the crew names are 
yellow. The photograph was taken on December 16, 1975. (Jenkins via Malerba) 





Above: T-38A, 610855, is in an overall glossy light gray 
scheme, and was photographed at NAS Miramar, Califor- 
nia, on July 3, 1976. The NAVY on the fuselage and the 
552 on the tail are in black. The rescue markings are 
yellow. The aircraft carries the Fighter Weapons School 
badge on the tail. (Bergagnini) 


Left: A close-up of the left side of the tail of the aircraft 
seen above shows the Fighter Weapons School badge. 
(Flightleader) 








An unusual splinter pattern of dark and light blue is seen in these two views of T-38A, 610851. The only identification on 

the aircraft is the Fighter Weapons School badge and a black 551 on the tail. The rescue markings are yellow, and in the 

photograph at right, you can see the gold blocks that have been added under the canopy for the crew names. 
(Left Logan, right Roth) 
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Above: The same aircraft, as seen on the bottom of page 
10, now sports a two tone gray and light blue scheme. 
This photograph was taken in April, 1977, ten months 
after those on page 10. The crew names, bureau number, 
NAVY on the fuselage, and the 551 on the tail are black. 

(Flightleader) 


Right: T-38A, 610855, was photographed at NAS 
Miramar, in May, 1978. This is the same aircraft seen at 
the top of page 10. The aircraft has had a dark gray 
pattern added over the overall light gray it carried. The 
only other markings carried here are the rescue markings 
in yellow and the bureau number in black. 
(Flightleader) 








This view shows the right side of T-38A, 610855. The only markings are the bureau number and rescue markings. 
(Logan) 
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MiG KILL MARKINGS 





T-38A, 561604, was photographed at NAS Miramar, on November 18, 1975. This same aircraft is seen on page 9 when it 
carried a brown, tan, and green scheme. The aircraft now carries two tones of brown and tan. You can see where the 
lighter shade of brown has worn off revealing the earlier green just ahead of NAVY on the fuselage. Two red MiG kills are 
below the RIO’s name. (Brewer) 


ni 





591603 was photographed in November 1974. The aircraft has two tones of gray and a light blue. Five red MiG kills are 
below the RIO’s name. (Flightleader) 





Five red MiG kills are centered below LT WILLIE DRIS- 
This is a close-up of the aircraft shown at the top of the COLL, who was the RIO in 591603. LT Driscoll made his 
page. The two red MiG kills are centered below LCDR _ kills as the RIO for LT Randy Cunningham in Vietnam. 
JACK ENSCH. (Brewer) (Brewer) 


12 





Several A-4Es siton TOP GUN's flightline. 150082 is in a 
dark blue, light blue, and gray camouflage pattern. 
(Flightleader) 


Right: A-4E, 149656, sits in front of the TOP GUN hangar 
at NAS Miramar. The aircraft is in a two tone blue and 
dark gray paint scheme. All of the markings are in black, 
except for the intake warnings, which are red and white. 

(Flightleader) 


Below: A-4E, 149971, was assigned to the Fighter Wea- 
pons School in October 1973. The aircraft is in a brown, 
tan, and green scheme. A large squadron badge is carried 
on the rear of the fuselage. Seen on the tailis NAVY anda 
large 3 in black. The pilot's name is black on a gold 
background. RESCUE is black on a yellow background, 
outlined in black. (Roth) 


This left side view of A-4E, 149964, shows the two tone 
brown and green camouflage pattern. The 1 on the tail is 
(Flightleader) 


black. No other markings are carried. 
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At left is a view of A-4E, 149990, in a brown, tan, and light green camouflage scheme. Notice the old style Fighter 
Weapons School badge just behind the intake. The badge has a white aircraft on a dark blue field, surrounded by ared 
band. The NAVY on the tail is in gray and the 4 on the tail is black. At right is a left side view of the same aircraft. 


(Both Flightleader) 
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Center: This photo of A-4E, 150090, was taken at NAS 
Miramar on October 14, 1972. The aircraft is two shades 
of blue and a dark gray. The crew names, bureau number, 
5, and NAVY on the tail are black. The intake and ejection 
seat warnings are red and white. (Malerba collection) 


Left: A-4E, 150082, is painted in a different pattern than 
the A-4E seen above. All markings are black, except for 
the rescue markings and the intake warning. The pilot's 
name is black on a gold background. (Flightleader) 





Above: A-4E, 149656, is illustrated as it appeared on 
October 5, 1974. This aircraft carries the name LT DUKE 
CUNNINGHAM in black below the canopy, with five red 
MiG kills below the name. The paint scheme is a dark and 
medium gray, and a light blue. (Flightleader) 


Right: A-4E, 152010, is shown here at NAS Miramar, on 
April 25, 1975. This aircraft is in a three tone gray color 
scheme. The pattern of the colors is completely different 
from that seen on the aircraft at the top of this page. 
(Ostrowski) 





The left side of A-4E, 150023, shows the pattern of the 
brown, tan, and light green scheme, with a gray bottom. 
All markings are black, except for the intake warning and 


the rescue markings. (Flightleader) 
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A-4E, 150009, was photographed on April 25, 1975. The 
aircraft is in a brown, tan, and green scheme. The pilot's 
name and the bureau number are black, as are MARINES 
and the 24 on the tail. The warning markings are red and 
white, and the RESCUE is black on yellow, with a black 
outline. (Ostrowski) 
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This photograph is of 149656, which is the same aircraft shown at the top of page 15. The aircraft is now a dark and light 
blue, with medium gray. The bureau number, NAVY, and 21 on the tail are black. The tail hook is black and white. 


(Roth) 





Center left: A-4E, 152010, was photographed in August 

1975. This is the same aircraft seen in the middle of page 

15, however it is seen here in a different pattern. 
(Geer) 


Center right: This photograph was taken on March 31, 
1975, as the aircraft was preparing to taxi out for depar- 
ture. No bureau number appears on this TOP GUN A-4E, 
however, it is the same aircraft that is seen at the bottom 
left on page 15. The aircraft has a different pilot's name 
now, but all other markings are the same. MARINES and 
23 on the tail are black. (Logan) 


Left: The right side of A-4E, 150009, is shown here on 
October 5, 1975. The left side of this same aircraft is seen 
at the bottom right of page 15. The only change has been 
the addition of the TOP GUN badge on the tail, and the 
pilot’s name is now blue on a gold background. 
(Flightleader) 








This A-4F, 155017, has just been assigned to the Fighter 
Weapons School, and has not had any squadron mark- 
ings added except for the black 553 on the tail. The 
aircraft is painted in a standard gray top and white bot- 
tom, with white control surfaces. (Bergagnini) 





A-4E, 
November 20, 1976. A three tone blue scheme was car- 
ried. The NAVY and 555 on the tail were in black. 

(Logan) 


Center left: 152010, was photographed on 


Center right: A-4E, 150023, in a brown, tan, and green 

scheme, was seen in February 1976. The bureau number, 

MARINES, and 556 on the tail were black. 
(Flightleader) 


Right: A-4E, 150009, is seen again on December 16, 1976. 
The only change from its appearance on the bottom of 
page 16 is the number 557 on the tail. Notice the weather- 
ing effects, compared to the photo on the previous page. 

(Flightleader) 





This is the same A-4E that is seen at the top of page 16 in 
color. The major changes are the addition of the Fighter 
Weapons School badge on the tail, and the change froma 
black 21 to a black 554 on the tail. There is also a gold 
block for the pilot’s name, which is outlined in black. No 
name has been added yet. The photograph was taken at 
NAS Miramar, on July 3, 1976. (Bergagnini) 
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A-4E, 150023, makes its appearance with TOP GUN in 1977. The aircraft is in an overall brown and tan pattern. The 556 
and MARINES on the tail are black. The pilot's name is black on gold background, outlined in black. (Flightleader) 


TA-4Js make their appearance with TOP GUN in 1977. 153663 was photographed on February 5, 1977, at NAS Miramar. 
The aircraft was still in the gray over white scheme with white control surfaces. The crew names were black on gold, 
with a black outline. A large red, white, and blue national insignia was carried. The squadron emblem is red, white, blue, 
and yellow. The NAVY, 553, and 3663 on the tail were black, as was the bureau number. The warning markings on the 
intake were red and white. The rescue markings were black on a yellow background, outlined in black. (Huston) 
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This photograph of A-4E, 149656, was taken in October 1980. The plane was in two shades of gray and a blue-gray. The 
54 on the nose and the 554 on the tail are white. The rescue markings, bureau number, and NAVY on the tail are a light 
gray. The pilot's name is black on a gold background, outlined in black. (Grove) 


This unusual color scheme appears on A-4E, 150044. The Photograph was taken on September 24, 1980. The aircraft 
was in an olive green and dark green pattern. The 55 on the nose and the 555 on the tail were red, as was the bureau 
number. The squadron badge was on the tail, along with a black NAVY. The pilot's name was blue on a gold 


background, which was outlined in black. (C. Stewart) 
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This A-4E, 150023, was photographed at Nellis AFB, Nevada, on October 6, 1980. This same aircraft is seen on page 17 
in a different color scheme. The aircraft now carries an overall brown and tan scheme. The 56 and MARINES on the tail 
are black, as is the bureau number. A red 56 appears on the nose. The pilot's name is blue on a gold background, which 


is outlined in black. (Malerba) 


The same A-4E that is at the bottom of the previous page was photographed again on February 6, 1982. The color 
scheme is the same as that seen on page 19, only under different lighting conditions and showing some weathering 
effects. The bureau number is not present on the left side and the pilot's name is now different. (Huston) 
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A-4E, 155036, was photographed in this two tone blue scheme with a light gray bottom in May 1983. The NAVY and 52 
on the tail, the bureau number, and the 52 on the nose were white. The pilot's name was blue on a gold background, 
outlined in black. (Grove) 
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Another very unusual paint scheme is seen on 150023. The colors are gray and olive green, with a light gray bottom. The 
56 and MARINES on the tail, and the 56 on the nose are light gray. The pilot's name is blue on a gold background, 
outlined in black. (Grove) 





At left is a left front view of A-4E, 149656, that was taken at NAS Miramar, on March 26, 1987. The aircraft was in a dark 
green and olive green camouflage pattern. The 54 on the nose was a bright red, and the pilot's name was blue onagold 
background. At right is a left rear view of the same aircraft that shows the squadron badge on the tail. Notice that the 
NAVY on the tail, the national insignia, and the bureau number were in olive green, and are almost invisible in this photo. 

(Both Kinzey) 
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At left is F-5E, 159882, preparing to taxi out for a mission. The aircraft was in a two tone blue and gray paint scheme. All 
markings were black, except for the colorful squadron badge on the tail. The pilot's name was blue on a gold 
background. At right is F-5E, 159879, sitting in the TOP GUN line. The plane was ina two tone gray and blue-gray paint 
scheme. All markings were black, including the rattlesnake under the pilot’s name. (Both Flightleader) 
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Above center: F-5E, 159880, was in the TOP GUN line on 
November 18, 1974. The aircraft was in the standard 
Southeast Asia camouflage with a gray bottom. The 
pilot’s name was black, as was the 03 on the tail and NAVY 
on the rear of the fuselage. (Brewer, 


Left: F-5E, 159878, appears here in a slightly differen 
brown, tan, and light green camouflage pattern, as com 
pared to that seen at center right on the next page. The 
aircraft had a black radome and markings. The pilot’: 
name is blue on a gold background. The squadron badgi 
on the tail was in color. (Flightleader 





This is an interesting view of the TOP GUN flightline taken on October 1, 1976. The four F-5Es and three A-4s are all in 
different camouflage patterns. (Bergagnini) 





At left is F-5E, 159878, in a green, tan and brown scheme. The radome is flat black. The pilot's name is blue on a gold 
background. The 05 on the tail and NAVY on the rear fuselage are black. At right is the other side of the aircraft, takenin 
August 1975. (Left Jenkins via Malerba, right Geer) 
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At left is F-5E, 159881, preparing to taxi at MCAS EI Toro, California, on April 23, 1975. The aircraft is in a light blue, dark 
blue, and blue-gray scheme. The 04 on the tail and NAVY on the rear fuselage are black, as is the radome. Two red 
exhaust warning stripes run vertically on the rear fuselage between the bureau number and NAVY. At right is a left rear 
view of the same aircraft. In this photograph, taken in May 1975, a gold rectangle has been added below the cockpit for 
the pilot’s name. (Left Ostrowski, right Flightleader) 
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F-5E, 159878, is seer here in its earlier USAF camouflage. 
This is the same aircraft seen above in the gray scheme. 
The NAVY on the rear of the fuselage, the 01 on the tail, 
and the pilot’s name are black. This picture was taken at 


NAS Atlanta, Georgia, on April 20, 1975. (Flightleader) 
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Above: F-5E, 159879, is pictured in an overall two tone 
gray and blue-gray scheme. The gold background has 
been added below the cockpit for the pilot’s name. The 02 
on the tail, and NAVY on the fuselage were black. 
(Jenkins via Malerba) 


Left: Photographed at the TOP GUN flightline on October 
4, 1975, F-5E, 159878, was in a two tone gray and blue- 
gray scheme. The NAVY on the rear of the fuselage and 
the 02 on the tail were black. (Logan) 





A left rear view of the aircraft at left reveals more details of 
the camouflage pattern and the markings. (Flightleader) 


An interesting overall brown and tan scheme is carried on F-5E, 159878, that was photographed at Dobbins AFB, 
Georgia, in February 1976. This is the same aircraft seen at the bottom of page 24. The pilot's name was in blue ona gold 


background, outlined in black. 


(Flightleader) 


Center left: This is a close-up of the tail of 159878. The 
bureau number, the NAVY on the rear fuselage, and the 
544 on the tail are black. The squadron badge on the tail is 
white, blue, yellow, and red, outlined in black. 
(Flightleader) 


Center right: This left side view of the same aircraft seen 
at left reveals the pattern of the camouflage on that side of 
the aircraft. (Flightleader) 


Left: Yet another paint job for 159878 is illustrated in this 
photo taken at NAS Miramar, on July 3, 1976. This one 
aircraft must have kept the paint shop busy! The aircraft 
was in a dark, medium, and light gray splinter pattern. All 
other markings remain the same, except that the pilot's 
name plate has been deleted. (Logan) 
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At left is the right side of F-5E, 159879, as it appeared in July 1977. The aircraft was in a two tone gray and blue-gray 
scheme. The 41 on the nose was light blue, outlined in black. The radome was flat black, as was the bureau number and 
NAVY on the rear fuselage. The 541 on the tail was also black. The pilot’s name was blue ona gold background, outlined 
in black. At right is the other side of the aircraft showing the pattern applied there. The squadron badge was on both 
sides of the tail and the vertical stripes on the rear fuselage were red. (Both Flightleader) 





At left is 160794 in a different, overall two tone gray scheme. The markings are the same as those on the aircraft at the 
top of this page, except for the lack of the red warning vertical stripes on the rear of the fuselage. At right is a view of the 
other side of the aircraft. This photograph was taken on September 24, 1977. (Left Flightleader, right Logan) 





Another different two tone gray and blue-gray scheme appears in this December 1977 photo. The aircraft has been 
repainted in a low visibility scheme. The NAVY on the rear fuselage was dark gray, and the 06 on the tail was lightgray.A 
bare metal fuel tank was carried on the centerline pylon. (Roth via Malerba) 
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F-5E, 159882, as seen in January 1978, is in a new two 
tone gray and blue scheme. The 40 on the nose is light 
blue, outlined in black. The pilot's name is blue ona gold 
background, outlined in black, with a black hawk below. 
NAVY and the bureau number on the rear fuselage are 
black, as is the 540 on the tail. Part of the large NAVY on 
the bottom of the wing can be seen on the left landing 





This nice clean shot of 159879 was taken on May 6, 1978. 
The aircraft was in an overall two tone gray and blue-gray 
scheme. All other markings are the same as on the aircraft 


gear door. (Logan) at left. (Knowles) 





At left is a three tone gray camouflage pattern on F-5E, 159880. The aircraft made an appearance at the open house at 
Andrews AFB, Maryland, on May 11, 1979. All markings on the aircraft are the same as described above. At right is the 
left side of the same aircraft. (Both Flightleader) 








Another new two tone gray pattern appears on this F-5E, which was photographed on July 10, 1979. (Flightleader) 
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The photograph at left shows the right side of F-5E, 160794. At right is the other side of the same aircraft. Both 
photographs were taken at NAS Oceana, Virginia, on May 3, 1980. The aircraft was painted in brown and tan 
camouflage. The 45 on the nose was red. The pilot's name was blue on a gold background, outlined in black. The 
MARINES and the bureau number on the rear of the fuselage were black, as was the 545 on the tail. 

(Both Flightleader) 





F-5E, 159882, of TOP GUN appears here in a new overall 
light gray paint scheme. The 40 on the nose, and the 540 
on the tail are a darker gray. The bureau number and 
NAVY on the rear of the fuselage are black. (Grove) 





F-5E, 162307, makes its appearance with the Fighter 
Weapons School in this photograph that was taken in 
December 1982. The camouflage pattern was two shades 
of gray. All markings on the aircraft were black, except for 
the squadron badge and the exhaust warning stripes. 
(Grove) 
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Another interesting camouflage pattern made an appearance with TOP GUN on this F-5E, 159881, taken on July 31, 
1982. The aircraft had brown, tan, and dark green sides and top, with a light gray bottom. The pilot's name was blue ona 
gold background, outlined with black. The 43 on the nose, and the 543 on the tail werea light gray. The bureau number 


and NAVY on the rear of the fuselage were black. 
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(Huston) 


This is the TOP GUN flightline at NAS Miramar as seen on March 26, 1987. There are four different camouflage patterns 


to be seen on the F-5Es that are visible in this photograph. 


F-5E, 162307, is the same aircraft seen in the photograph 
above, parked on the left side of the line of F-5s. The 
aircraft has a splinter camouflage of light, medium, and 
dark gray. All markings were black, except for the squad- 
ron badge on the tail, and the pilot's name block. The 
pilot's name was blue on a gold background, outlined 


with black. (Kinzey) 


The F-5E seen here carries a gray and olive green color 
scheme. The pilot’s name is black on a gold background, 
outlined in black. (Kinzey) 


(Kinzey) 
a __ 


This view of F-5E, 159880, illustrates the tan and dark 
green pattern carried on that aircraft. (Kinzey) 
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The last F-5E in the line-up carries a gray and blue-gray 
camouflage pattern. As you can see, the Southern Cali- 
fornia weather permits much of the maintenance and 
paint work to be conducted outside. (Kinzey) 





29 


THE MOVIE 


Left: Three F-5Es and one F-5F from NFWS were painted 
in a special black scheme for use as “MiG-28s” in the 
movie “TOP GUN.” Since MiG numbers are odd 
numbers, the -28 is purely ficticious. This photograph is 
the only one of its kind according to LT David Baranek, 
who took the shot from the F-5F. At the top is one of the 
F-14s used in the movie. Second is Clay Lacey’s Learjet 
which was used as the camera plane, and the three F-5Es 
are in formation below it. According to LT Baranek, the 
photo was rather inconvenient to take, and it was made 
about twenty miles off the San Diego coast, heading out 
to the area west of San Clemente Island where the filming 
was done. (Baranek) 








This F-5E appears to be in mint condition as it waits for the next filming sortie. Compare this photograph to the one on 
the back cover where some of the black paint has peeled off the intake and the fuselage just behind the wing, revealing 
the camouflage scheme below. (Grove) 





These two photographs show the F-5F that was painted in the same black scheme for the movie. In the photo at left, LT 
David Baranek (left) is standing with LCDR (now CDR) Bob Willard. LCDR Willard was the NFWS principle contact and 
advisor to Paramount's “TOP GUN” crew, and he worked closely with director Tony Scott. This photograph was taken 
just prior to a filming mission. At right is LCDR Willard just after returning from another filming sortie. This time the RIO 
is CAPT Dennis DiLucente, USMC. Again, the paint peeling problem can be seen on the rudder. At times the black paint 
would peel off in sections four to six feet long and one to two feet wide, but Paramount's crew would quickly repaint the 
areas as soon as the aircraft landed. (Both Baranek) 


30 






In 1977, the Fighter Weapons School started to acquire the F-5F. 160966 was photographed on December 3, 1977, at 
NAS Miramar. The aircraft was in overall anodized metal paint. The radome and anti-glare panel were flat black. The 
bureau number and NAVY on the rear of the fuselage were black. A portion of a large red, white, and blue national 
insignia was visible on the landing gear door. (Logan) 





bureau number and NAVY on the rear of the fuselage, and the 546 on the tail are black. At right is the left side view of the 
same aircraft. However, it was missing the pilot's names when this shot was taken in December, 1977. 
(Left Knowles, right Malerba) 
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This view of the TOP GUN flightline shows F-5F, 160965, in a two tone gray and blue-gray paint scheme. The 47 on the 
nose is light gray outlined in black. All other markings are black, except for the squadron badge and the exhaust 
warning stripes. (Flightleader) 
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Above: F-5F, 160964, was photographed in January, 
1978. The plane was in a two tone blue with gray scheme. 
The 46 on the nose was a light gray outlined in black. All 
other markings were black, except for the squadron 
badge and warning stripes. The gold rectangles had been 
added for the crew names, but no names yet appear. 
(Rotramel!) 


Left: A beautiful landing shot of F-5F, 160966, was taken 
in June 1978. The aircraft was overall anodized metal 
finish with the standard TOP GUN markings. The 50 on 
the nose was yellow, outlined in red. 

(Picciani Aircraft Slides) 
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The photo at left shows F-5F, 160965, taxiing in at NAS Atlanta, Georgia, on May 19, 1979. The aircraft was a two tone 
gray and blue-gray scheme. At right is the same aircraft seen from the left rear angle at Nellis AFB, Nevada. The 47 0n 
the nose was a light gray outlined with black. The crew names were blue ona gold background, outlined with black. All 
other markings were black, except for the squadron badge. (Left Flightleader, right Malerba) 
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F-5F, 160965, is seen here as it appeared at Nellis AFB, Nevada, on February 10, 1980. This is the same aircraft that is 
seen at the bottom of the previous page. The aircraft was painted in an overall brown, tan, and dark green pattern. The 
47 on the nose was red, outlined in white. Other markings were black, except for the squadron badge.(Flightleader) 





These two different angles of the aircraft seen at the top of the page illustrate this interesting camouflage pattern. The 
crew names are blue on a gold background, outlined in black. (Both McGarry via Cockle) 
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At left is an excellent view of F-5F, 160966, that was taken at Offutt AFB, Nebraska, on July 24, 1982. The 50 on the nose 
was yellow, outlined with red. At right is a close-up of the markings on the tail. (Both Cockle) 
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Seen at the end of the runway at Dobbins AFB, Georgia, this F-5F is unusual because of the different camouflage 


pattern carried on the external fuel tank. The aircraft is painted in three tones of gray while the fuel tank is brown and 


tan. (Flightleader) 





An unusual camouflage pattern has been applied to F-5E, 160966. This photograph was taken at NAF Andrews, 
Maryland, on August 18, 1984. The gray and green pattern is a modified splinter scheme. (McGarry via Cockle) 
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F-5E, 160692, of VF-43, is seen here on the flightline at NAS Oceana, Virginia. The aircraft is in the typical overall two 
tone gray scheme. The squadron baage is on the tail. The green, yellow, and red rectangle behind the canopy is the unit 


commendation ribbon. 


Fighter Squadron Forty-Three had its beginnings on 
April 1, 1945, when Fighter Squadron Seventy-Four-A 
was formed at NAS Otis Field, Camp Edwards, Massa- 
chusetts. The squadron was assigned to Carrier Air 
Group Seventy-Four aboard USS Midway, (CVB-41). 
They were flying the F4U Corsair during Midway’s shake- 
down cruise in May 1947. 

On September 1, 1948, the squadron was redesig- 
nated VF-21, and in March 1950, they began transitioning 
to the F9F Cougar, which they flew until 1955. They then 
transitioned to the FJ-3 Fury, and to the F11F Tiger in 
1957. They were the first Navy squadron to operate the 
F11F aboard a carrier, being assigned to USS Ranger, 
(CVA-61), and later for a short time aboard USS Forrestal, 
(CVA-59). 

During May and June 1958, VF-21 was reassigned to 
Carrier Air Group Four, and was given the mission of 
training replacement Atlantic Fleet aviators in advanced 
fighter tactics. The unit then moved to NAS Oceana, and 
picked up the instrument flight training mission from 
Fleet All-Weather Training Unit, Atlantic, Detachment 
BRAVO (FAWTULANT DET “B”), which was decommis- 
sioned. 

In 1958 the unit began to receive the A-4 Skyhawk, and 
on July 1, 1959, was redesignated Attack Squadron 
Forty-Three. The A-4 aircraft were transferred to NAS 
Cecil, Florida, in February 1965, with VA-43 retaining 
TF-9J Cougars. At that time the mission of the unit was 
devoted exclusively to instrument training of Atlantic 
Fleet aviators. 

By June 1967, VA-43 began to transition back to the 
TA-4 Skyhawk, and they came under the control of Com- 
mander Fleet Air, Norfolk, on May 1, 1970. On June 1, 
1973, they were redesignated Fighter Squadron Forty- 
Three (VF-43). 

VF-43 was tasked with providing all-weather instru- 


(Flightleader) 


ment ground and flight training to Atlantic Fleet pilots, 
and they were given the mission of providing air combat 
adversary services to Atlantic Fleet fighter and attack 
squadrons. They also flew in the adversary role against 
Marine and some USAF squadrons. In the adversary mis- 
sion, they have operated more different types of aircraft 
than any other unit. These include the T-38, T-2C, A-4E, 
A-4F, TA-4J, F-5E, and the F-21 Kfir. 

Today the “Challengers” of VF-43 retain this most 
important mission, and remain at NAS Oceana. It has 
been said that VF-43 is the Atlantic Fleet equivalent of the 
Navy Fighter Weapons School. This is not the case. 
NFWS provides training for aviators from all fighter units. 
VF-43 provides adversary services for the Atlantic Fleet 
fighter squadrons against which all aviators in those 
squadrons can train. They are not a school in the same 
sense that NFWS is. Other squadrons provide adversary 
support to Pacific Fleet squadrons, and will be covered 
later in this book. VF-45 provides adversary services to 
Atlantic Fleet attack squadrons. 





TA-4J, 154292, is in the two tone gray and blue-gray 
scheme favored by VF-43. The aircraft was photographed 


at Forbes Field, Kansas, in August 1981. (Geer) 
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The variety of aircraft that represent VF-43’s line-up is seen in this formation shot. From bottom to top is an F-5E, T-38A, 
A-4E, and a T-2C. All aircraft are in the same gray and blue-gray camouflage pattern. The F-21 Kfir had not been added 
to VF-43’s inventory when this photograph was taken. (U.S. Navy) 
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Above: T-38A, 610913, was photographed at Wright- 
Patterson AFB, Ohio, on July 18, 1980. Notice the zap 
under the rear cockpit that reads SAP SUCKING 80. The 
bureau number on the rear fuselage and the 03 on the tail 
were in gray. The NAVY on the rear of the fuselage was 
black. (Cockle) 


Right: A close-up of the tail of 610913, shows the place- 
ment of the squadron badge. The badge is red, white, and 
blue. (Cockle) 
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This T-38A was photographed on the transit line at Dob- 
bins AFB, Georgia, on August 28, 1977. The aircraft was 
overall two tone gray and blue-gray. The rescue markings 
on the nose were black on yellow, outlined in black. 
(Flightleader) 











A slightly different color pattern was used on T-38A, 
610882, when it was photographed at NAS Oceana, on 
August 29, 1977. The plane was two tone gray and a light 
blue-gray. The NAVY and the bureau number on the rear 
of the fuselage were dark gray. The 04 on the top of the 


tail was light gray. (Flightleader) 
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This left side view of TA-4J, 153521, shows the colorful 
markings that used to be carried by VF-43. 
(Sullivan via Geer) 
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This close-up is of VF-43’s squadron badge. The badge 
consists of a blue and white mailed fist on a shield of red 
and black stripes. Below the shield is FITRON 43 in white 
on a blue ribbon, outlined in black. (Flightleader) 
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Above: This colorful TA-4J, 154287, was painted in spe- 
cial markings for the Commander of Fighter Wing One. 
Photographed at NAS Oceana, on April 12, 1975, the 
aircraft was overall glossy white, with dark blue on the 
nose, wings, and tail. The AD tail code and the 300 modex 
on the nose were black, shadowed in gold. All other 
markings were black. The COMFITWINGONE on the 
fuselage was black with dark blue trim. A large squadron 
badge was on the nose below the canopy. 
(Flightleader) 


The 1776-1976 on the fuselage is in red over blue. This 
was for the Bi-centennial celebration in 1976. The dark 
blue panel on the outer portion of the wing is easy to see 
in this left rear view of 153671. (Flightleader) 
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Low visibility was the order of the day on this page of 
A-4's. A-4E, 151186, was painted in a gray pattern, and 
had all markings in a dark gray. The color has even been 
removed from the squadron badge on the tail. The photo- 
graph was taken at NAS Oceana, in May 1983. 
(Spering/A.I.R. via Geer) 





The same shades of gray appear on A-4F, 152012, as seen 
in the above left photograph, but they are in a different 
pattern. The NAVY on the tail was in a lighter shade of 
gray. The national insignia on the rear fuselage was 
darker gray. The 23 on the nose and the tail and the 
bureau number were black. The squadron badge on the 
tail was in color. (Brown via Cockle) 








A different pattern of grays is seen in this right side view 

of A-4E, 151103, taken in May 1978. All markings, which 

are barely visible, are a darker shade of gray. 
(Swanberg via Geer) 





The same colors, but in a different pattern, are seen 
again. A-4F, 154193, has black markings, except for the 
22 on the top of the tail, which was a darker shade of gray. 

(Campbell) 





Both sides of TA-4J, 154292, are seen here. The aircraft was in the usual gray scheme with darker gray markings. The 
squadron badge was in color on the tail. Both photos were taken at Offutt AFB, Nebraska, on May 27, 1983. 
(Both Cockle) 
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F-5E 





This VF-43 F-5E is in a two tone gray and blue-gray scheme. The radome and national insignia are black. The NAVY on 
the rear fuselage is dark gray. The 06 on the top of the tail is a very light gray. The squadron baage on the tail is about the 
only color to be found, which is in stark contrast to the T-38A in the background. (Flightleader) 
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Seen at left is F-5E, 160793, that was photographed on the VF-43 flightline at NAS Oceana, on April 29, 1977. The aircraft 
was overall two tone gray and blue-gray. All markings were a light gray. At right is a close-up of the tail, showing the 
gray markings. The 06 on the tail was a lighter shade of gray than the other markings. The squadron badge was missing 
from the tail. (Both Flightleader) 


—— 





At left is a close-up of the right side of the tail of 160793. This photo was taken at the same time as the photograph at the 
top of this page. The squadron badge shows up well here. The view at right shows the same aircraft on May 3, 1980. The 
unit commendation ribbon had been added along with a black § in front of the ribbon, which represents the safety 
award. (Both Flightleader) 
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Above left: This photograph provides a look at VF-43 
F-5E, 160795, on October 20, 1977. The aircraft was in the 
two tone gray and blue-gray scheme, with the colorful 
squadron badge on the tail. All markings were light or 
dark gray. An orange Air Combat Manuevering Instru- 
mentation (ACMI) pod was on the wing tip station. 
(Flightleader) 


Above right: The left side of F-5E, 160795, was photo- 
graphed on October 14, 1978. (Ostrowski) 





Left: A close-up of the aircraft seen in the above left 
photograph shows a better view of the ACMI pod and the 
markings on the aircraft. (Flightleader) 





At left is a close-up of the tail of F-5E, 160792, that was taken at NAS Oceana, on October 20, 1977. The bureau number 
and the 5 on the top of the tail were white. The NAVY on the rear of the fuselage was gray. The photograph to the right is 
an overall view of 160792. There appears to be more blue-gray in this aircraft than in the rest of the F-5s in the 
background. (Both Flightleader) 
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A flight of T-2Cs flies over the flightline at NAS Oceana. The aircraft are still in the Training Command color scheme of 


white and red, with black markings. VF-43 has added the black AD tail code to the tail. 


T-2C, 157041, poses for the camera on VF-43’s flightline. 
The aircraft is still in the white and red paint scheme. All 
markings on the aircraft are black. The unit commenda- 
tion ribbon is visible on the front of the fuselage under the 
wing tip tank. (Spering/A.1.R.) 
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(U.S. Navy) 


This photograph was taken in May 1983, and shows that 
VF-43 had repainted their T-2Cs in an overall two tone 
gray scheme. All markings were in flat black. No squad- 
ron badge was carried yet. (Spering/A.1.R.) 








Above: A VF-43 T-2C, 157056, is illustrated as it appeared 
on the flightline at NAS Oceana on September 14, 1985. 
The aircraft was showing severe effects of weathering to 
the paint. It is difficult to determine whether the aircraft 
was in atwoor three tone gray scheme. It would appear to 
be two tone gray, with spots of touch-up painting and 
weathering effects. All markings were black and the 
squadron badge was carried on the tail in subdued 
colors. (Flightleader) 


Right: In comparison to the T-2C above, 158910 appears 
to be in better condition. The patterns are much easier to 
see in this photograph. (Flightleader) 








An interesting comparison in the markings on the same aircraft is seen in these two views of T-2C, 157041. The photo at 
left was taken on September 14, 1985, and had black markings on the two tone gray camouflage pattern. The squadron 
badge on the tail was almost weathered off. In the photo at right, taken earlier in May 1983, the aircraft had dark gray 
markings over the gray scheme. The squadron badge on the tail was in full color. (Spering/A.1.R.) 
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F-21 KFIR 





A recent addition to the U.S. Navy and VF-43 is the Israeli Kfir. The aircraft has been designated the F-21 in Navy service. 
This photograph of ‘00’ was taken on June 7, 1986, at London, Ontario. The aircraft appeared in a two tone gray scheme, 
with black markings. (Harrison via Cockle) 





Some unusual bureau numbers are carried on the F-21s, as evidenced by this view of 999703. The squadron badge on 
the tail was in color. The aircraft was photographed at NAS Oceana on September 13, 1986. (Brown via Cockle) 





This view of F-21A, 999735, shows the red stenciling on the aircraft. All other markings were in black, including the Kfir 
on the nose. Details of this aircraft are shown on the next page. (Flightleader) 
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A close-up of the nose of 999735 shows the markings 
located there. The Kfir and 05 are black. The markings on 
the panels on each side of Kfir are yellow and black. The 





canopy opening warning markings below the canopy are 
(Flightleader) 


red with black direction arrows. 





The markings on the intakes and exhausts on the upper 
fuselage are red. The wide arrow running vertically from 
the fuselage to the top of the wing is gloss red, as are the 
lines that outline the control surfaces. The DON’T PUSH 
on the trailing edge is red. All other markings are black. 

(Flightleader) 


~~ > 





The tail markings are seen in detail here. Notice the unus- 
ual treatment of the F21-A on the rear of the fuselage. All 
markings are black, except for the colorful squadron 


insignia on the tail. (Flightleader) 





The emergency pilot release behind the canopy is red, 
with white lettering and arrows. The release itself is out- 
lined in yellow. The ejection seat warning is black letter- 
ing on a red triangle, outlined in yellow. The DANGER 
that surrounds the marking is in red. The panel marked 


DANGER SUCTION is outlined in red. _(Flightleader) 


This is another view of the intake and exhaust markings 
on the upper fuselage. (Flightleader) 





A look at the rear underside of the aircraft is shown here. 
(Flightleader) 
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Photographed on the transit line at Carswell AFB, New Mexico, these two F-21As are preparing to taxi out. Notice the 
desert camouflage that has been applied to the wing tanks. (Rogers) 


t. 
je 
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F-21A, 99728, shows the gray pattern to good advantage. This aircraft has about half the stenciling as seen in the 
detailed photographs on the previous page. The F-21s usually have a barrel placed under them when they are parked. 
The aircraft are notorious for leaking fluids. (Brown via Cockle) 
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VF-101(KW)/VF-171(KW) 





A-4E, 151066, assigned to VF-101KW, is seen in a two tone dark blue camouflage pattern. The aircraft has a white 
bottom and all of the markings are black. A large red, white, and blue national insignia is on the rear of the fuselage. 


As most people who follow U.S. Naval Aviation are 
aware, VF-101 is presently the Replacement Air Group 
(RAG) squadron for the Atlantic Fleet F-14 squadrons. 
When they were still in F-4s, they were given the added 
mission of providing adversary services for the Atlantic 
Coast F-4 squadrons, much the same way VF-121 was 
given this responsibility at NAS Miramar. VF-121's begin- 
nings eventually led to formation of the Navy Fighter 
Weapons School. For VF-101, the adversary mission was 
conducted by a detachment at NAS Key West, Florida. 
This detachment operated A-4 and F-4 aircraft in the 
adversary role. This is one case where the training was 
conducted in F-4s against F-4s. The idea of dissimilar air 
combat maneuvering (DACM) is to have pilots fly against 
aircraft that simulate the threat, rather than against air- 
craft of the same type they were flying. When F-4 went 
against F-4, it was ACM, not DACM. The A-4s were added 
to simulate the slower and more maneuverable MiG-17, 
then one of the threat aircraft in the skies over Vietnam. 

Aircraft of the Key West Detachment of VF-101 some- 
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At left is a 





(Sides) 


times wore a red, white, and blue ACM crest on each side 
of the fuselage. When VF-171 took over as the F-4 RAG 
squadron and assumed this adversary mission, the de- 
tachment came under VF-171, and this marking remained 
the same except that the 101 was changed to 171. VF-101 
remained at NAS Oceana as the RAG squadron for the 
F-14, while VF-171, Det, KW, continued to provide adver- 
sary services to remaining F-4 squadrons on the east 
coast. At times they would also fly against other squad- 
rons, but their primary mission was to provide the adver- 
sary services for the F-4 squadrons. 

By May 1, 1984, the F-4 squadrons had all transitioned 
to the F-14, and the unit was decommissioned. 





different camouflage pattern carried on A-4E, 151064, that was photographed on September 10, 1975. The 


aircraft was brown, tan, and green, with a white bottom. The squadron badge is shown in detail in the photo to the right. 


The badge was red, white, and blue, with black lettering. All markings on the plane were black. 


(Both Curry) 
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A-4E, 152067, is s 
colorful markings that VF-171KW carried at that time. The aircraft was glossy gray, with white bottom and control 
surfaces. At right is a close-up of the squadron crest for VF-171KW, which was the same as that used by its predecessor, 
VF-101KW. The chevron on the tail was red, white, and blue. The stars on the rudder were red. All other markings were 
black, except for the large red, white, and blue national insignia on the rear of the fuselage. (Both Flightleader) 


The left side of 151064 is seen in this photograph that was A-4E, 152067, of VF-171KW, was photographed at NAS 
taken in February 1978. All markings, except for the | Oceana, in April 1984. The plane was in a two tone gray 


squadron crest, are black. The photograph below shows _and blue scheme with light and dark gray markings. The 
the colors of the camouflage pattern. (Flightleader) 11 on the nose was red, outlined in yellow. (Jenkins) 








This is the right side of the aircraft seen above with the brown, tan, and green camouflage pattern. Notice the absence of 
the squadron crest on the fuselage when this photograph was taken at Dobbins AFB, on March 11, 1978. 
(Flightleader) 
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F-4N, 152225, is shown here in an overall light gull gray scheme. The only color is in the unit ACM crest on the fuselage 
and the jet intake warning. The national insignia is a blue-gray and the AD tail code is dark gray. The photo is dated 
October 14, 1978. (Ostrowski) 





Several changes are noticeable on this F-4N, 152293, as compared to the aircraft in the photo at the top of the page. The 
AD tail code is a different style, being combined into a single character. A red fin flash has been added to the vertical 
stabilizer. VF-171 KW has been added to the upper fuselage. All markings are in a dark gray except the unit crest and the 
intake and ejection seat markings. The aircraft is in the overall light gull gray scheme, but has no anti-glare panel like the 
aircraft above. The fuselage walkway is gray instead of black. This photograph is dated May 1, 1980. (Meinert) 





F-4S, 153873, was assigned to VF-171KW, and is shown here on the flightline at NAS Oceana, in April 1983. The aircraft 
was overall two tone gray with black markings. (Brown via Cockle) 
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This TA-4J, 154618, that was assigned to VA-45, carried the commander's markings on the tail. The aircraft was in an 
overall white scheme, with green panels outlined in black on the nose, wings, and tail. The external tanks were also 


trimmed in the green. 


The present Fighter Squadron 45 was originally com- 
missioned as Torpedo Squadron, VT-75, during World 
War II. The squadron was known as the “Black Knights”, 
and it flew TBM Avengers until transitioning to AD-1 
Skyraiders in 1946. At that time the squadron was desig- 
nated VA-4B, but it was redesignated VA-45 in 1948. The 
nickname was changed to “Blackbirds.” 

During the Korean conflict, VA-45 flew 387 combat 
missions, delivering a million and a half pounds of ord- 
nance on the enemy. Afterward, they returned to NAS 
Jacksonville. The squadron was disestablished in March 
1958, but was reactivated in February 1963 as a replace- 
ment pilot training squadron for the A-1 Skyraider. In 
April 1964, they transitioned to the TF-9J Cougar, and 
provided pilots with jet instrument training. It was then 
that their home base was changed to NAS Cecil, better 
known simply as Cecil Field. Three years later, in March 
1967, the unit transitioned to the TA-4J Skyhawk. 

It was on August 16, 1976, that VA-45 received a letter 
from the Chief of Naval Operations that added DACM 
training to VA-45’s mission. At first, two of the squadron’s 
TA-4s received special camouflage paint schemes, and 
VA-45 pilots began simulating enemy threat aircraft for 





(B. Stewart) 


embarked as well as shore-based air wings. 

In March 1980, the squadron relocated to Key West, 
Florida, where they remain today. On October 1, 1984, the 
squadron officially became one of the Navy's Adversary 
Commands, and was placed under Fighter Wing ONE, 
being moved from Light Attack Wing ONE. On February 
6, 1985, the squadron’s designation was changed from 
VA-45 to VF-45. 

As one of the Adversary Commands, emphasis is 
placed on the ACM portion of operations. Flying both the 
A-4E and TA-4J, VF-45 provides adversary support for 
the Atlantic coast strike-fighter community. During 1986, 
the unit researched, developed, and implemented the 
first strike-fighter ACM readiness program for the F/A-18 
Hornet. 

On October 1, 1986, VF-45 was reassigned back to the 
administrative command of Commander Light Attack 
Wing ONE, and Commander Strike-Fighter Wings Atlan- 
tic. Although designated VF-45, the squadron is also 
known as the “45th Fleet Adversary Command” and “The 
Enemy of the Fleet.” VF-45 now operates fourteen A-4E 
and TA-4J Skyhawks. F-16Ns will be added in the second 
half of 1987. 





At left is a view of TA-4J, 153461, which had COMMANDER, LIGHT ATTACK WING ONE under the cockpit. The 
markings were black, as were NAVY and the bureau number on the tail. The camouflage scheme was a light and dark 
gray pattern when this photograph was taken at NAS Cecil, Florida, on April 30, 1978. At right is the left side of the same 


aircraft as it appeared at Dover AFB, Delaware, on May 14, 1977. 
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(Left Flightleader, right Miller) 





This photograph of TA-4J, 154318, was taken at NAS Cecil on April 30, 1978, while the unit still had some colorful 

markings left. The aircraft was a glossy gray with a white bottom and white control surfaces. VA-45 appeared on the tail 

in white within a green tail flash. The safety award is represented on the nose by a white S on a green shield. 
(Flightleader) 





The TA-4J seen at left is in the overall glossy white scheme, with colorful unit markings carried on the tail. All markings 
are black, except for the unit badge on the fuselage. At right is a close-up of the unit's Bi-centennial badge. The badge is 
green and black, outlined in black. The crow is black and yellow with white spats, and is holding a red and blue 
Bi-centennial flag. The 4 and 20 below the badge is yellow, as is the VA-45 that appears in the black ribbon, which is 
outlined in red. The ribbon with the white 1776 is blue. (Both Flightleader) 





An early camouflage scheme was carried by the squad- 
ron commander's aircraft when this photograph was 
taken on April 30, 1978. All markings were black, except 


TA-4J, 154293, was photographed at Davis-Monthan 
AFB, Arizona, in November 1976. The aircraft was overall 


glossy white with black markings. The unit’s Bi- 
centennial badge was the only colorful marking still 


retained. (Roth) 


for the intake and RESCUE warnings. A light blue, blue- 
gray, and gray color scheme was carried on the aircraft. 
(Flightleader) 
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By the time this photograph of A-4E, 151064, was taken in 
March 1985, the unit designation had been changed to 
VF-45. The aircraft was an overall blue-gray, light gray, 
and dark gray color scheme. The 10 on the nose was red, 
outlined in yellow, and the one on the top of the tail was 
red with no outline. The pilot’s name and NAVY on the tail 
was flat black. A small unit badge was carried on the top 
of the tail in front of the 10, and the AD tail code is light 
blue. The bureau number was white. (Grove) 


The right side of 151064 is seen in this photograph that 
was taken in June 1986. Notice that the AD tail code had 
been changed to black and a red star, outlined in yellow, 
had been added to the tail. 
ae 


(Grove) 





TA-4J, 154327, that was assigned to VF-45, carried a 
different paint scheme when it was photographed in June 
1986. The aircraft was painted in a brown, tan, and green 
color scheme. (Grove) 





The same aircraft as seen in the center right photograph is seen here in a different camouflage. This photograph was 
taken in March 1985 when the aircraft carried a dark red-brown, tan, and green color scheme. The 13 on the nose was 


red, outlined in yellow. All other markings were light tan, except for the pilot's name, which was black. 
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(Grove) 





Another interesting color scheme is seen in this view of TA-4J, 158136, that was photographed in March 1985. The 
aircraft was olive green and gray, with a light gray bottom. A small squadron badge was carried on the tail in front of the 
red 15. The 15 on the nose was red, outlined in yellow. All other markings were gray or olive, except for the flat black 
national insignia. (Grove) 





At left is seen TA-4J, 153469, as it appeared at NAS Oceana in May 1986. The aircraft was two shades of gray. The staron 
the tail and the 14 on the nose were red, outlined in yellow. All other markings were either light or dark gray tocontrast 
against the background color. Notice the right wing tank had a black VF-45, while the left tank carried a black VA-45. At 
right is the other side of the same aircraft, showing the pilot's name in black. (Left Paul via Geer, right Ostrowski) 


Left: TA-4J, 154298, appeared in an overall light gray 
color, with darker gray markings. The 04 on the nose and 
the star on the tail were red, outlined in yellow. The AD tail 
code was a light blue-gray. (Grove) 
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TA-4J, 152861, was photographed at Offutt AFB, Nebraska, on March 8, 1980. The aircraft carried a 600 modex on the 
nose, denoting this as the commander's aircraft. All markings were black, and the aircraft was overall glossy gray. 


Notice the RAF Vulcan bomber in the background. 


The Fighting Sea Hawks of VF-126 are stationed at 
NAS Miramar, California, and their aircraft share the 
ramp with those of NFWS. For many years the squadron 
has been responsible for instrument training of pilots on 
the west coast. Such specialized instrument flight train- 
ing in the Pacific Fleet began at Fleet All Weather Train- 
ing Unit, Pacific, NAS Barbers Point, Hawaii, in 1953. The 
training detachment moved to NAS North Island, San 
Diego, California, in 1955. VF-121 at NAS Miramar 
assumed control of the detachment in 1958, and the de- 
tachment moved to NAS Miramar in 1959. In May 1960, 
control of instrument flight training was transferred to 
VA-126, which was at the time the RAG attack squadron 
located at NAS Miramar. The attack responsibility was 
removed from VA-126, and transferred to NAS Lemoore, 
California, while the instrument training responsibility 
remained with VA-126 at NAS Miramar. In October 1965, 
the unit was redesignated Fighter Squadron 126, (VF- 


(Cockle) 


126). At that time it was operating the TF-9J Cougar, but 
in April 1967, it began receiving TA-4 Skyhawks. 

In February 1970, it received four A-4E Skyhawks, and 
assumed the adversary mission, providing DACM train- 
ing for Miramar’s fighter squadrons. 


After VF-121 had been tasked with the original adver- 
sary mission that was the beginning of what was to 
become the Navy Fighter Weapons School, NFWS was 
established as a detachment under VF-126 in January 
1972. They remained under VF-126 for only a few months, 
becoming a separate command in July 1972. At that time 
the A-4Es were turned over to NFWS. They have since 
acquired more single-seat A-4s, in addition to their TA- 
4s, and they also operate T-2C Buckeyes. They continue 
to provide adversary support for Pacific coast Navy and 
Marine Corps fighter squadrons in the same way VF-43 
provides this support on the Atlantic coast. 





Seen at left is the colorful Bi-centennial markings displayed on TA-4J, 154290, when it was photographed on October 
23, 1976, at NAS Miramar. The aircraft was overall glossy white, with red, white, and blue markings. All numbers and 
writing on the aircraft, except for the pilot's name, were black. The pilot's name was red, white, and blue. At right is the 
opposite side of this same aircraft as photographed in December 1975. This aircraft was the squadron commander's 


aircraft. (Left Logan, right Flightleader) 
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The colorful TA-4J seen here was the Commander's aircraft that VF-126 had in May 1975. The aircraft was glossy white, 
with light blue nose and tail flash panels. The modex on the nose and tail, RADM L.A. SNEAD II under the cockpit, the 
NJ tail code, the VF-126 and NAVY on the tail were all black, shadowed in yellow. The lightning bolt on the tail was 
yellow outlined with black. The fuselage band was light blue, yellow, and black, and contained two white stars. On the 
fuselage was COMFITAEWWINGPAC in black on a white band, outlined in black. (Flightleader) 





TA-4J, 154632, is shown here as it appeared on ee 
November 1, 1975. The aircraft was in an overall gray = 


scheme, with a white bottom and white control surfaces. 
A dark blue tail flash was carried on the tail and rudder, as 
was a white NJ tail code. The modex was a white 624 on 
the nose, while all other markings were black. (Muir) 





VF-126 used two shades of gray camouflage on this TA- 
4J that was photographed at NAS Miramar on May 22, 
1977. All markings were black, except for the intake and 
RESCUE markings. (Flightleader) 
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At left is TA-4J, 154314, that was photographed on the transit ramp at Dobbins AFB on September 18, 1977. The aircraft 
had two shades of gray and a blue-gray paint scheme. All markings were black. At right is a close-up of the nose of 


154314, showing a black eagle under the pilot’s name. 


(Both Flightleader) 
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TA-4J, 154288, that was assigned to VF-126, was photographed at NAS Miramar on February 19, 1978. The aircraft 
carried a camouflage scheme consisting of two shades of gray and blue-gray. All markings were black, to include the 
national insignia. (Logan) 
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TA-4J, 153512, was photographed on June 21, 1980, in an overall glossy gray paint scheme. All markings were black, 
except for the national insignia. Notice the black bat on the tail between VF-126 and NAVY. (Cockle) 
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Above: This TA-4J, 154631, was photographed as it tax- 
ied out for departure from Offutt AFB on May 14, 1982. 
The aircraft had a camouflage pattern of two shades of 
gray. All markings were light or dark contrasting gray. 
The 01 on the nose and the pilot's name plate were gold, 
outlined with black. (Cockle) 


Right: This TA-4J of VF-126, was photographed at 
Abbotsford, Canada, in August 1982. The aircraft was in 
two shades of gray with alternate gray markings. The 02 
on the nose was red, outlined with yellow. The squadron 
badge was carried in color on the tail. 

(Swanberg via Geer) 





TA-4J, 152861, is illustrated here as it appeared in August 
1982. The aircraft was painted in an overall anodized 
silver finish with black markings. The 00 modex on the 
nose was red, outlined with yellow. The pilot’s name plate 


was gold, with black lettering and outline. (Grove) 








This A-4F, 155031, was photographed as it taxied out fora 
mission in October 1982. The aircraft was in two shades 
of gray with contrasting gray markings. The pilot's name 
was black ona light gray background, which was outlined 
in black. The 220n the nose was red, outlined with yellow. 

(Grove) 
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Above: This TA-4J of VF-126, carried a brown, tan, and 
green camouflage pattern when it was photographed tax- 
iing out for take off in June 1983. The markings are a 
medium gray, including the squadron badge on the tail. 
The 02 on the nose was red, outlined in yellow. 
(Grove) 


Left: A very interesting color scheme was carried by A-4F, 
154181. The aircraft had a dark reddish brown and tan 
scheme. The bottom of the aircraft was a light gray, and 
all markings were a medium gray. The NJ20 on the tail 
and the RESCUE stencil were white. The 20 on the nose 
was red, outlined in yellow. (Grove) 
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TA-4J, 153518, is shown as it appeared at Luke AFB, 
Arizona, on July 30, 1983. The aircraft was in a gray and 
dark green camouflage pattern. All markings were light 
gray, except for the national insignia, which was a dark 
gray. The squadron badge was carried on the tail. The 04 
on the nose was red, outlined in yellow. The pilot's name 
was black on a gold background, which was outlined in 
black. (Slowiak via Cockle) 
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A-4F, 155017, is seen as it prepares to taxi out for a 
mission in June 1983. The camouflage colors are a dark 
reddish brown, tan, and dark green. The bottom of the 
aircraft is a light blue-gray. The nose was light gray. All 
markings were a medium gray, except for the 21 on the 
nose, which was red, outlined with yellow. (Grove) 








Above: The colors on TA-4J, 154313, seem to be right out 
of the Middle East. The aircraft was mostly tan, with a 
lighter tan, dark brown, and light green. All markings 
were a light gray, except for the 03 on the nose, which was 
red, outlined in yellow. (GB Aircraft Slides) 


Left: Photographed in January 1984, TA-4J, 154330, car- 
ried a light gray and dark blue-gray camouflage scheme. 
The markings were in the darker blue-gray color. The 
squadron badge was carried in color on the tail and the 05 
on the nose was red, outlined with yellow. The pilot's 
name was black on a gold background which was out- 
lined in black. (Grove) 





TA-4J, 153678, is seen here as it appeared at NAF Andrews, Maryland, in June 1983. The camouflage colors were a light 
and dark shade of gray. All markings were of a contrasting gray. The squadron badge on the tail was red, white, and 
black, and the 10 on the nose was red, outlined with yellow. (Brown via Cockle) 
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under the canopy were red, outlined in yellow. 





This close-up of the tail of TA-4J, 152861, shows the 
squadron badge in detail. The A-4 in the red star is black. 
The star is outlined in white, set ona light gray circle. The 
entire badge is outlined in black. Above the badge is 
PACIFIC FLEET ADVERSARY in black on a white band. 
Below the badge is FIGHTING 126 in black on a white 
ribbon, outlined in black. A color photograph of this air- 
craft is seen at the top of the next page. 

(McGarry via Cockle) 





This A-4F, 155036, was photographed in December 1984, in an interesting color scheme. The aircraft was overall brown 
and dark green, with contrasting markings. The squadron badge is on the tail in full color. The pilot's name and the 23 
(Grove) 








VF-126 seems to thrive on a variety of color schemes as 
witnessed by this photograph of TA-4J, 154631, that was 
taken in March 1984. The aircraft was overall light tan, 
with a dark brown and a dark green pattern added. The 
markings are a dark brown, except for the ejection seat 
warnings, which were a light tan. The 01 on the nose was 
red, outlined with yellow. (Grove) 


A-4F, 155017, was photographed at NAS Miramar, on May 5, 1984. The aircraft had a tan, brown, and dark green pattern 
applied to it. The markings were light tan, except for the 21 on the nose, which was red, outlined in yellow. 
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(McGarry via Cockle) 





TA-4J, 152861, displays an interesting color scheme as it taxis out for a mission in May 1985. The aircraft has a dark 
reddish-brown, tan, and olive green color pattern. The bureau number was dark gray, with light gray being used for the 


NJOO and the VF-126 on the tail. All other markings are tan, except for the squadron badge that is on the tail. 
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This TA-4J sports a gray and dark green camouflage 
pattern. The bureau number, NJ04, and NAVY on the tail 
is light gray. The new squadron badge is carried on the 
tail. The pilot's name is red, shadowed with yellow, and 
the 04 on the nose is red, outlined with yellow. (Grove) 





Taxiing out to the runway, TA-4J, 154313, posed for the 
camera. The aircraft was in a dark reddish-brown and tan 
scheme, with a light gray bottom: All markings were a 
contrasting brown or tan, except for the 03 on the nose, 
which was red, outlined with yellow. The colorful squad- 


ron badge was carried on the tail. (Grove) 


(Grove) 





Photographed in July 1986, this A-4F, 155031, was wear- 
ing a light gray, dark gray, and dark blue-gray camou- 
flage pattern. The markings were light or dark contrasting 
gray, except for the colorful squadron badge on the tail, 
and the 22 on the nose, which was red, outlined in yellow. 

(Grove) 
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This TA-4J, 153512, displayed a light gray and dark blue- 
gray pattern. The pilot's name was red shadowed with 
yellow, and the 06 on the nose was red, outlined in yellow. 
All other markings were light gray, except for the VF-126 
and the NJO6 on the tail, which were the dark blue-gray 
color. (Grove) 
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VF-126 also operated T-38As, as evidenced by this photo- 
graph that was taken at NAS Miramar, in September 1986. 
The aircraft was in two shades of gray, with flat black 
markings. The squadron badge was carried on the tail 
and the 50 on the nose was red, outlined with yellow. 
(M. Geer) 








VF-126 has recently acquired F-5Es for their adversary 
role. 160796 was photographed on the flightline at NAS 
Miramar on March 26, 1987. The aircraft was in two 
shades of gray, with flat black markings. The pilot’s name 
was red, and the 53 under the cockpit was red, outlined 
with yellow. (Kinzey) 


Left: Another recent newcomer to VF-126 is the T-2C. The 
aircraft still carries the Naval Training Command color 
scheme of white and red. (Kinzey) 


VF-126 


The older style of squadron badge was carried on the tail of the aircraft seen at left, while the newer style is seen at right. 
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(Both Kinzey) 





Viewed here is TA-4J, 155081, that was assigned to VA-127 in September 1976. The plane was ina gray, light blue-gray, 
and dark blue-gray color scheme. The markings were black, including the pilot's name, ADM BOB MCKENZIE, which 


was on a gold rectangle, outlined in black. 


On July 12, 1961, an advance party arrived at NAS 
Lemoore, California, to form the nucleus of a jet instru- 
ment training unit. The unit was officially designated 
ALPHA of NAS Lemoore on July 24, 1961, and on the next 
day became the first unit to conduct scheduled flying 
from this new naval air station. Their primary mission was 
that of providing all-weather instrument training for fleet 
replacement pilots and squadron pilots of the Pacific 
Fleet. They also conducted transitional and refresher 
training utilizing the TF-9J Cougar. 

On June 15, 1962, the unit was redesignated VA-127, 
but the mission and the aircraft type remained the same. 
It was not until September 1966 that the unit began to 
transition to the TA-4F Skyhawk. On May 1, 1970, the unit 
became the only A-4 replacement training squadron in 
the Navy. Beginning in April 1971, it also began training 
Argentine Navy pilots and enlisted personnel in the oper- 
ation of the A-4. This training lasted until August 1971. 
From November 1973 until July 1976, it trained pilots 
from Singapore in the operation of the A-4. It has also 
provided transition training in the A-4 for members of the 
Blue Angels during the time they flew the Skyhawk. 

In July 1975, VA-127 discontinued the A-4 readiness 
training mission, and reverted to a readiness instrument 
squadron. It continued training foreign pilots in the A-4, 
and in November 1975, it was designated by CNO as the 
first Light Attack DACM Adversary Squadron. They pro- 
vided the Pacific A-7 community with DACM training. 
The instrument training program was discontinued in 
October 1983. 

The “Cylons” of VA-127 presently provide adversary 
support for all A-7 and F/A-18 squadrons at Lemoore and 
for the west coast carrier air wings. Their mission com- 


(Roth) 


bines DACM tactics with strike opposition to provide a 
comprehensive adversary service to the Pacific Fleet 
squadrons. This is different from the adversary mission 
provided to fighter units. Attack squadrons are supposed 
to carry out their strikes against surface targets, while 
often providing their own protection from enemy aircraft. 
The FA-18 has considerably better capabilities to do this 
than did the A-7, and the A-6F will be fitted with extra 
pylons to carry air-to-air missiles to protect itself. VA- 
127 will help squadrons that fly these aircraft better use 
these weapons to defend themselves against a realistic 
threat. 





This left rear view of TA-4J, 154657, was taken as the 
aircraft taxied out to the runway at Offutt AFB on April 5, 
1984. The aircraft was in two shades of gray, with a light 
gray bottom. A red star was carried on the tail, and the 15 
on the nose was red, outlined with yellow. All other mark- 
ings were in either light or dark contrasting gray. 
(Cockle) 
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Above: TA-4J, 154632, was assigned to VA-127 when this 
photograph was taken at NAS Miramar in August 1975. 
During that time period color was still prevalent, as we 
see on this aircraft. The plane was glossy gray with a dark 
blue tail. The blue carried over to part of the rudder, anda 
white NJ tail code and 10 was also carried on the tail. All 
other markings were black except for the large red, white, 
and blue national insignia. (Geer) 


Right: The commanding officer's aircraft is seen in this 
view of TA-4J, 153690, that was photographed in 
November 1976. The aircraft was in a gray, light blue- 
gray, and dark blue-gray camouflage pattern. The color- 
ful national insignia was carried on the speed brake, while 
all other markings were black. The inside of the extended 
flaps and slats was painted a bright red. The pilot's name 
was black on a gold rectangle, outlined with black. 
(Roth) 





A-4F, 154209, displays the more colorful markings that 
were used when this photograph was taken in January 
1978. The plane was glossy gray with a white bottom and 
control surfaces. The tail was painted dark blue, and the 


NJ tail code and eagle were gray. (Swanberg) 
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Subdued markings had started to make their appearance 
with VA-127 when this photograph of TA-4J, 154330, was 
taken at NAS Lemoore, California, on August 11, 1978. 
The aircraft was overall gloss gray, with a white bottom. 
All markings were black, except for the large red, white, 
and blue national insignia. The pilot's name was yellow 


on a blue rectangle. (Flightleader) 





Above: TA-4J, 155081, was photographed in February 
1976 in the light blue-gray, dark blue-gray, and gray 
scheme. All of the markings were black, except for the 
colorful national insignia, the red and white intake and 
ejection seat warnings, and the black and yellow 
RESCUE markings. (Leslie) 












Right: The camouflage scheme on TA-4J, 153690, 
appears to be a weathered version of the same scheme 
seen above. This was the squadron commander's aircraft, 
and carried his name in blue on a gold background, 
outlined with blue. (Knowles) 


This is the left side of TA-4J, 155081, which is at the top of page 63. The aircraft was photographed at Des Moines, lowa, 
in May 1979. The only change is the commander's name, which had been changed to ADM BOB MANDEVILLE. 
(Geer) 
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This TA-4J carried a new camouflage pattern of two 
shades of gray when photographed on August 26, 1980. 
All of the markings were ina light gray to contrast with the 
darker gray surface. (Rogers) 


66 


Above: This photograph was taken on July 22, 1978, 
when the Navy was transitioning to subdued markings. 
TA-4J, 153676, was seen in the overall glossy gray 
scheme, with black markings. The only color was the 
large national insignia on the rear of the fuselage. 
(Cockle) 


Left: This TA-4J was seen in an overall medium gray 
scheme, with light gray markings that include the 
national insignia. The only color was the red star in front 
of, and the green shamrock behind the pilot's name. 
(Hartman) 





The gray scheme that was applied to TA-4J, 155081, is the 
same as that seen on the TA-4J at center left on this page. 
This commander's aircraft is the same one seen on the 
bottom of page 65, and it has been repainted ina different 
scheme. The only color on the aircraft was the red staron 


each side of the pilot’s name. (Campbell) 








Another interesting color scheme appeared on TA-4J, 153683, in December 1980. The aircraft was overall dark gray, 
with medium gray markings. The 01 on the nose and the top of the tail was blue, outlined with black. The pilot's name 
was white, with a red star in front of it, and has what appears to be a black spaceship with a red lightning bolt through it. 

(Grove) 





Center: As late as May 3, 1980, squadrons still had aircraft 
painted with glossy gray upper surfaces and with a white 
bottom. TA-4J, 154657, was photographed on the transit 
line at Offutt AFB. (Cockle) 


Left: A close-up of the tail of 154657 shows the black 
markings and colorful national insignia that was carried. 
(Cockle) 
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Another gray and white scheme was carried on this TA-4J, that was photographed on July 19, 1981. The only color 
carried was the national insignia and the rescue and intake markings. 






TA-4J, 159679, was photographed on May 17, 1981, in the 
new tactical gray scheme. Two shades of gray were used, 
with contrasting light and dark gray markings. The 705 
and NJ on the tail, VA-127 on the fuselage, and the 05 on 
the nose were a dark, blue-gray. The squadron badge on 
the tail was red, white, and yellow. (Rogers) 


This TA-4J was painted in a tan, dark brown, and olive 
green scheme when it was photographed in July 1981. 
The 11 on the nose, and the 711 on the top of the tail were 
dark red, outlined in black. All other markings were black, 
except for the colorful squadron badge on the tail. 

(Grove) 
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(Cockle) 


A tactical gray scheme was also carried on A-4F, 154190, 
that was photographed at NAS Lemoore, on October 29, 
1981. The markings were the same as those described on 
the aircraft to the left. The pilot’s name was dark blue- 
gray. (Bergagnini) 


TA-4J, 154334, is pictured on the ramp at NAS Lemoore 
in a beautiful gray, light gray, and blue camouflage pat- 
tern. All markings are black, except for the 14 on the nose 
which is red, outlined with yellow. The squadron badge is 


carried on the tail in color. (Bergagnini) 





A VA-127 TA-4J taxies out for a mission in July 1981. It is painted in a different dark blue-gray, light blue-gray, and gray 
pattern. The NJ tail code is a dark blue-gray color, while the 04 on the nose and the 704 on the tail are yellow, outlined in 
red. The squadron badge is on the tail in color, with all other markings being flat black. (Grove) 








Center: The right side of 154657 was photographed on 
August 8, 1981, at Offutt AFB. (Cockle) 


Right: This close-up of the tail of the same aircraft shows 
the positioning of the markings and the detail of the 
squadron badge of VA-127. (Cockle) 
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A tactical gray scheme was carried on TA-4J, 153681, that was seen at NAS Lemoore on October 29, 1981. The light and 
dark gray scheme was used with contrasting light or dark gray markings. The NJ and 13 on the tail, the 13 and the pilot's 
name on the nose, and the VA-127 on the fuselage were a dark blue. (Bergagnini) 





Center: TA-4J, 153690, is seen ina variation of the tactical 
gray scheme used on the aircraft at the top of this page. 
This aircraft has two shades of gray, with all markings 
being in a contrasting light or dark gray color. The 02 on 
the nose and at the top of the tail are a very light gray. 
(Cockle) 


Left: A close-up of the tail of 153690 provides a good look 
at the gray national insignia and markings that are carried 
there. (Cockle) 
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Above: This shot of TA-4J, 153683, illustrates the variety 
of camouflage colors used by that unit. The aircraft is 
overall dark charcoal gray with medium gray markings, 
except for the white 06 on the nose and at the top of the 
tail. The photo was taken in August 1981. (Flightleader) 


Right: The same aircraft seen above was photographed in 
July 1981, when it carried a 701 and 01 0n the nose in light 
blue, outlined in black. (Grove) 





This close-up of the tail of 701 shows the squadron badge 
of VA-127. (Grove) 
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A left front view of 153683 that was taken on June 28, 
1981, gives a good view of the underside of the aircraft. 
(Huston) 
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This view of TA-4J, 153690, shows the light blue-gray, dark blue-gray, and gray color scheme very clearly. The 
extended left wing slat must have been from a different aircraft, since it was painted brown and tan. All markings were 
dark gray, except for the 02 on the nose, which was red, outlined in yellow. (MacPherson) 








This TA-4J, 153483, was photographed on October 21, 1982. The aircraft was painted in two tones of gray, with light 
gray markings. The 03 on the nose, and the S behind the intake were red, outlined with yellow. The pilot's name was dark 
gray, and the squadron badge on the tail was in color. (MacPherson) 





Another new paint scheme is carried on TA-4J, 154657, that is being checked over prior to taxiing out for a mission in 

October 1982. The aircraft was overall light gray, with a light blue and blue-gray overspray. The 704 on the top of the tail 

was yellow, outlined in red, while the 04 on the nose and the S on the fuselage were red, outlined with yellow. 
(Grove) 
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Above: The TA-4J seen here was light gray, oversprayed 
with tan and dark green colors. All markings were light 
gray, except for the 07 on the nose and the S on the 
fuselage. These were red, outlined in yellow. (Grove) 


Right: A left side view of 153672 shows the color pattern 
applied to that side of the aircraft. (Bergagnini) 





This A-4F, 154190, was assigned to VA-127, and carrieda 
tan, brown, and dark green scheme. All markings were a 
light tan, with white RESCUE and DANGER intake warn- 
ings. The pilot’s name was red, while the 01 on the nose 
was red, outlined with yellow. (Bergagnini) 








Preparing for take off is TA-4J, 154656, in a light tan, 
brown, and dark green color scheme. All markings were a 
light tan, except for a red 10 on the nose, which was 
outlined in yellow. (Grove) 
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VA-127 certainly doesn’t lack for imagination when it comes to color schemes for their aircraft. TA-4J, 153681, is seen 
here in a light gray, tan, and charcoal paint scheme. The NJ and 713 on the tail, and the VA-127 on the fuselage were 
blue. The 13 on the nose was red, outlined with yellow. All other markings were light gray. (Grove) 
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Center: TA-4J, 153690, displays a gray, light blue, and 
dark blue camouflage pattern. The 02 on the nose was 
red, outlined in yellow, with all other markings being a 
dark gray. (Grove) 


Left: This TA-4J carried a light gray, dark gray, and light 
blue scheme. The 05 on the nose was red, outlined with 
yellow. (J. Stewart) 
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Above: This TA-4J was painted in a sand, brown, and 
spinach green color pattern. The 14 on the nose was red, 
outlined in yellow, while all other markings were a light 
gray. (MacPherson) 


Right: TA-4J, 154334, was photographed at NAS Fallon, 
Nevada, on March 8, 1983. The aircraft was in an overall 
light tan and charcoal gray scheme. All markings were 
light gray, except for the squadron badge on the tail and 
the 12 on the nose, which was the usual red, outlined in 
yellow. (Grove) 











Atleft is a right rear view of A-4F, 154190, that was painted in tan, brown, and dark green. At right is the other side of the 
aircraft as it taxied out for a mission at NAS Fallon on March 8, 1983. The pilot’s name was red, while the 01 on the nose 
was red, outlined with yellow. (Left J. Stewart, right Grove) 
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MiG-17 SCHEME 





An unusual approach to simulating a MiG-17 was attempted on this TA-4J, 153683. It had a MiG-17 silhouette painted 
on the surface of the aircraft. The TA-4J was ina tactical gray scheme, with light gray markings. The MiG-17 colors were 
light tan and brown. The S on the fuselage, and the 06 on the nose were red, outlined with yellow. (Sheets) 





At left is a right rear view of 153683, which shows the camouflage pattern very well. Notice the squadron badge carried 
on the tail. At right is the left side of the same aircraft. However, notice that the MiG silhouette had been outlined in black 
when this photograph was taken on March 8, 1983. (Left GB Aircraft Slides, right Grove) 





At left is a view of 153683 that shows changes to the paint scheme. Tan has been added to the brown in the MiG 
silhouette, and all markings are light gray except for the 06 on the nose, which was red, outlined with yellow. At right is 
the other side of the same aircraft. Notice the old style squadron badge on the photo at left, compared to the new style of 
a red star which was outlined in white, and shown in the photo at right. (Left Swanberg via Geer, right Grove) 
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Above: TA-4J, 153672, was photographed at Offutt AFB, 
on October 9, 1984. The aircraft was in a light tan and 
brown camouflage. The S and the 07 on the nose were 
red, outlined with yellow. (Grove) 


Right: This close-up of 153672, shows the tail markings 
on the aircraft. These were alight gray, except for the star 
which was red, outlined in white. (Cockle) 








Still in a tactical gray scheme, this TA-4J, 154657, prepares to taxi out for take off at Offutt AFB. The two shades of gray 
had contrasting light or dark gray markings used. The 15 on the nose was red, outlined in yellow, as was the star on the 
tail. (Cockle) 
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Above: This A-4F, 154992, displayed a light gray, dark 
gray, and blue color scheme. The 04 on the nose was red, 
outlined with white, as was the star on the tail. All other 
markings were light gray. (Cockle) 


Left: This close-up of the A-4F seen above gives a better 
view of the markings on the rear of the aircraft. 
(Flightleader) 


At left is the right side of A-4F, 154973, in a gray, light blue, and dark blue camouflage. The markings were a light and 
dark contrasting gray. At right is the other side of the aircraft. The star on the tail was red, outlined with white. 
(Left MacPherson, right Grove) 
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This A-4F, 154190, was painted a tan, brown, and dark green camouflage. The 00 on the nose was red, outlined with 
yellow, while all other markings were a light tan. 





A-4F, 154973, was photographed in May 1985, when it 
displayed a gray, light blue, and dark gray camouflage. 
All markings were contrasting light or dark gray, except 
for the 03 on the nose, which was red, outlined in yellow. 
The star on the tail was red, outlined with white. 
(Grove) 





Taxiing out for a mission is TA-4J, 153504, that was pho- 
tographed in April 1985. The aircraft was in a light gray 
and olive green scheme. All markings were light gray, 
with the red 16 on the nose, being outlined in yellow. 
(Grove) 


(Grove) 





Another variation of camouflage was carried on A-4F, 
155000, when this photograph was taken. The aircraft 
was painted a tan, brown, and light green scheme, with 
light gray markings. The plane captain’s name was red, 
and the 02 on the nose was red, outlined in yellow. 
(Grove) 





Preparing to taxi is TA-4J, 154657, that was photo- 
graphed in May 1985. The aircraft carried a light tan, 
brown, and dark green pattern. All markings were a light 
gray, except for the red crew names on the nose gear 
door. (Kaston) 


79 





One of the prettiest camouflage schemes around is on this TA-4J, 153690. The scheme consists of light gray and light 
blue colors. All markings are dark gray, except for the 11 on the nose, which was red, outlined in yellow. The S in front of 


the 11 on the nose was also red, but had no yellow outline. 





This right rear view of TA-4J, 154656, displays an inter- 
esting paint scheme of tan, brown, and dark green. The 
markings were contrasting brown and green, except for 
the intake warnings, which were light tan. The S and 10 0n 
(Grove) 


the nose were red, outlined in yellow. 





A right rear view of TA-4J, 153679, shows us the tan, gray, 
and light green camouflage pattern that it carried. The 
markings were dark gray and tan, except for the S and 05 
on the nose, which were red, outlined with yellow. 
(Grove) 
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(Grove) 





This A-4F of VA-127, taxies in after a flight at NAS Fallon. 

The aircraft carried a tan, brown, and reddish-brown 

camouflage pattern. All markings were a light gray. 
(Grove) 





TA-4J, 158465, of VA-127, has a light gray, dark gray, and 
blue camouflage pattern, as it taxies by in April 1986. All 
markings were light gray, except for the red S on the nose 
and the 14 which were red, outlined in yellow. The star on 


the tail was red, outlined with white. (Grove) 
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